The midterm will be a two-parter: listening in class on Tuesday, 10/25; a written take-home, to take not more than 2 hours, due Thursday, 10/27.  Here are some suggestions:

 

For the listening: Listen for text declamation, text-music correspondences, "high" vs. folk art characteristics, form, aspects of performance.

 

For the take-home section: here are a few sample questions to think about.

1. Some typical Romantic themes for German poetry in the early 19th century include love, death, and nature. Using any two songs from the first half of Schubert’s Die schöne Müllerin, discuss poetic and musical ways of reflecting these themes.

Pay particular attention to the relationship between poetic imagery and musical detail.

2. In his book, Schubert’s Songs, Fischer-Dieskau asserts that “no marriage of poetry and music has ever been so perfectly consummated” as demonstrated in Schubert’s song Gretchen am Spinnrade (Gretchen at the spinning wheel). What about Schumann’s song Mondnacht? How is the poetry of this song fused inextricably with the music?

3. Goethe’s poetry has been set by countless composers since the early 1800s. Goethe himself was most familiar with what Fischer-Dieskau calls “the old-style Lied”: an art form in which the text and melody are paramount, with piano accompaniment serving a largely supportive, somewhat background role. Most folk songs fall into this category. Compare Heidenröslein with Ganymed. Which of these two songs do you think Goethe would have liked best? Why? Which do you like best? Why?

